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TRANSLITERATION
SANSKRIT
VOWELS
A oam $ ¥ % =®m O® ¥ ¥ W ¥ o= W F e
a 3 ] u a r r I | e ai o) au am or ah
am
CONSONANTS

£ S| | | < k| ] S EY Sl [ ) € [ bl

ka kha ga gha na ca cha ja jha fia ta tha da dha pa

d g q | « 9 % q H H g { ) q B}l

ta tha da dha na pa pha ba bha ma vya g la va $Sa

4 g g S @

sa ha ksa ' !

Vowel Transliteration | Pronounced like Place of Description

articulation(sthana)

37 a “a” in woman throat (kantha) gutteral

| a “a” in car throat (kantha) gutteral

g i “” in tin soft palate (talu) palatal

3 1 “ee” in feel soft palate (¢alu) palatal

3 u “u” in full lips (ostha) labial
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c i “00” in cool lips (ostha) labial
r “r” in French Au | hard retroflex

revoir palate(miirdhd)

* T long-form of r hard palate(mirdha) | retroflex

! | “le” in cradle teeth(danta) dental
(combining | and
9

= I long-form of | teeth(danta) dental

T e “a” in ape throat and soft guttural-palatal

palate(kantha talu)

q ai “1” in bite throat and soft guttural-palatal
palate(kantha talu)

I 0 “0” in goat throat and lips guttural-labial
(kanthostha)

1 au “ow” in cow throat and lips guttural-labial
(kanthostha)
Consonant | Transliteration | Pronounced like Place of Description
articulation(sthana)

! Traditional listings include a long form of %, but it hardly ever appears in literature. It is written as ¥ and
transliterated as 1.
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) k “k” in kettle throat guttural
9 kh “c” in cat throat guttural
1 g “g” in god throat guttural
q gh “gh” in log-hut throat guttural
g n “n” as in French | throat and nose nasal
anglais
q c “second ¢’ in soft palate palatal
church
E) ch “ch” in bitch soft palate palatal
S| j “” in jar soft palate palatal
A jh “y” in jug-head or | soft palate palatal
5> in French jarry
I il “n” in finch soft palate and nose | nasal
< t “t” in top hard palate retroflex
3 th “th” in anthill hard palate retroflex
g d “d” in door hard palate retroflex
g dh “dh” in godhead) | hard palate retroflex
U n “n” in hint hard palate and nasal
nose
d t “th” in thumb teeth dental
g th “t” in French féte | teeth dental
(requires strong
exhalation)
g d “th” in there teeth dental
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1o dh “d” (requires teeth dental
srtong exhalation)
qd n “n” in now teeth and nose nasal
q p “p” in prayer lips labial
% ph “ph” in loophole | lips labial
q b “b” in bed lips labial
q bh “bh” in abhor lips labial
q m “m” in milk lips and nose nasal
q y “y” in young soft palate palatal
L4 r “r” in run hard palate retroflex
3 | “l” in loan teeth dental
q v “v” in wave teeth and lips dental-labial
1 $ “second s” in soft palate palatal
slash
g $ To pronounce this | hard palate retroflex
sound touch the
roof of the mouth
with the tip of the
tongue and
pronounce §
q ] “s” in sam teeth dental
g h “h” in half throat guttural
& 1 Stressed 1
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THIUE FETRA GARIETHI |
ferfael T 0 39 GaHEy Ga |
vakratunda mahakaya suryakotisamaprabhal

nirvighnam kuru me deva sarvakaryesu sarvada ||

AT FHTSEARISTRAT |

= I a9 SRS T4 |
ajfianatimirandhasya jiiananjanasalakayal

caksurunmilitarm yena tasmai $rigurave namah ||

TRANSLITERATION

TAMIL
VOWELS

A 9 B F 2 2@ T g B

a a i 1 u 1| e e ai
CONSONANTS
& mI & (6 L 601 & B U LD
ka na ca fia ta na ta na pa ma

va la la ra na

ya

ra

o6l

au

Tamil accommodates some alphabets from Sanskrit and these are as follows: @ ja ay sa ev sa am hauf

$ri and fi ksa . Traditionally ca stands for sa as well and $a and sa are absent in Tamil. Likewise, as the Tamil

grammatical text Nanndl mentions, the fourth letter of the vargas corresponding to Sanskrit is not present in

Tamil. Pure consonants are represented as a dot above in Tamil and as a stroke below in Sanskrit. Thus k is &

or &. When a student learns the language these consonants are taught invariably by adding “a” after them to
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facilitate easy pronunciation. Thus &(k)+=i(a) becomes &(ka). The same is in the case of Sanskrit. ka in Tamil

is sometimes pronounced as ha and hence both makan and mahan are valid.

MbH HJTHHEMEN WITEN6 (LP&b&HSHN6M
@bler RembLlens GUITeVID 6TUNBMen6a

Bihd LOBETHMEN EhTeods OBM(LYH ML
Ubsuiey emeudhsmlg Gurmbmialen GmGeur
aintu karattanai yanai mukattanai

intin ilampirai polum eyirranai

nanti makantanai fianak koluntinaip

puntiyil vaittati porrukin réné

uTelld OHeNBHemIld L@ LHLILLD

Qw1 BTVID HEVHHIDHE BT &H(HE6u60T
Cameveh OFUI HMBH HA(WPWHHH HroemiGul
b 6INHG FhidbdH SO APIBID ST

palum teliténum pakum paruppum
ivai nalum kalantunakku nan taruven
kolan cey tunkak karimukattu timaniye

ni enakku cankat tamil munrum ta



