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TRANSLITERATION 
 

SANSKRIT 
 

VOWELS 

 
 

अ आ इ ई उ ऊ ऋ  ॠ ऌ ॡ ए ऐ ओ औ  अ ं    अः 
 a   ā i ī u ū ṛ ṝ ḷ ḹ  e ai o au aṁ or 

aṃ 

 

 

 

   aḥ 

CONSONANTS 

 
क 
ka 

ख 
kha 

ग 
ga 

घ 

gha 
ङ 

ṅa 

च 

ca 

छ 

cha 

ज 

ja 

झ 

jha 

ञ 
ña 

ट 

ṭa 

ठ 

ṭha 

ड 

ḍa 

ढ 

ḍha 

ण 

ṇa 

त 

ta 

थ 

tha 

द 

da 

घ 

dha 

न 

na 

प 

pa 

फ 

pha 

ब 

ba 

भ 

bha 

म 

ma 

य 

ya 

र 

ra 

ल 

la 

व 

va 

श 

śa 

स 

sa 
ह 

ha 
क्ष 

kṣa 

S 

‘ 
ळ 

ḷ 

          

 
 

Vowel Transliteration Pronounced like  Place of 

articulation(sthāna) 

Description  

अ 

 
a  “a” in woman   throat (kaṇṭha)   gutteral 

 

आ 
  

ā  “a” in car  throat (kaṇṭha) gutteral 
 

इ  i “i” in tin soft palate (tālu) palatal 
 

ई 

  

ī “ee” in feel  soft palate (tālu) palatal 
 

उ 
  

u “u” in full 

  
lips (oṣṭḥa)  labial 
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ऊ  

 
ū 

 

“oo” in cool 

  

 

lips (oṣṭḥa)  

 

labial 

 

ऋ 
  

ṛ “r” in French Au 

revoir 
 

hard 

palate(mūrdhā) 
 

retroflex 
 

ॠ ṝ long-form of ṛ 

  
hard palate(mūrdhā) 
 

retroflex 
 

ऌ1 
 

ḷ       “le” in cradle 

(combining l and 

ṛ)   
 

teeth(danta)  dental 
 

ॡ ḹ long-form of ḷ teeth(danta)  dental 
 

ए e “a” in ape  throat and soft 

palate(kaṇṭha tālu)                                                 

        

guttural-palatal 

ऐ 
          

ai   “i” in bite throat and soft 

palate(kaṇṭha tālu)                                                         

        

guttural-palatal 

ओ 
 
  

o “o” in goat throat and lips 

(kaṇṭhoṣṭḥa) 
 

guttural-labial 

औ 
  

au “ow” in cow  throat and lips 

(kaṇṭhoṣṭḥa) 
guttural-labial 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consonant Transliteration Pronounced like Place of 

articulation(sthāna)  

Description  

 
1 Traditional listings include a long form of ऌ, but it hardly ever appears in literature. It is written as ॡ and 

transliterated as ḹ. 
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क ् k “k” in kettle throat guttural 

ख ् kh “c” in cat throat guttural 

ग ् g “g” in god throat guttural 

घ ् gh “gh” in log-hut throat guttural 

ङ ् ṅ 

 

“n” as in French 

anglais 

throat and nose nasal 

च ् c “second c” in 

church 

soft palate palatal 

छ ् ch “ch” in bitch soft palate palatal 

ज ् j “j” in jar soft palate palatal 

झ ् jh “j” in jug-head or 

“j” in French jarry  

soft palate palatal 

ञ ् 
 

ñ 

 

“n” in finch soft palate and nose nasal 

ट ् ṭ “t” in top hard palate retroflex 

ठ ् ṭh “th” in anthill hard palate retroflex 

ड ् ḍ “d” in door hard palate retroflex 

ढ ् ḍh “dh” in godhead) hard palate retroflex 

ण ्  ṇ 

 

“n” in hint hard palate and 

nose 

nasal 

त ् t “th” in thumb teeth dental 

थ ् th “t” in French fête 

(requires strong 

exhalation) 

teeth dental 

द ् d “th” in there teeth dental 
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ध ् dh “d” (requires 

srtong exhalation) 

teeth dental 

न ् 
 

n “n” in now teeth and nose nasal 

प ् p “p” in prayer lips labial 

फ ् ph “ph” in loophole lips labial 

ब ् b “b” in bed lips labial 

भ ् bh “bh”  in abhor lips labial 

म ् m “m” in milk lips and nose nasal 

य ् y “y” in young soft palate palatal 

र ् r “r” in run hard palate retroflex 

ल ्  l “l” in loan teeth dental 

व ् v “v” in wave teeth and lips dental-labial 

श ् ś “second s” in 

slash 

soft palate palatal 

ष ् ṣ To pronounce this 

sound touch the 

roof of the mouth 

with the tip of the 

tongue and 

pronounce ś  

hard palate retroflex 

स ् s “s” in sam teeth dental 

ह ् h “h” in half throat guttural 

ळ ् ḻ Stressed l   
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व तुड महाकाय सयूकोटटसमप्रभ । 
टनर्ववघ्न ंकुरु म ेदवे सवकायषे ुसवदा ॥ 
vakratuṇḍa mahākāya sūryakoṭisamaprabha। 

nirvighnam kuru me deva sarvakāryeṣu sarvadā ॥ 

 

अज्ञानटतटमरान्धस्य ज्ञानाञ्जनशलाकया। 
चक्षरुुन्मीटलत ंयने तस्म ैश्रीगरुव ेनमः॥ 
ajñānatimirāndhasya jñānānjanaśalākayā। 

cakṣurunmīlitaṁ yena tasmai śrīgurave namaḥ ॥ 

 
 

TRANSLITERATION 

 
TAMIḺ 

VOWELS 
 

  அ   ஆ   இ   ஈ   உ   ஊ   எ   ஏ   ஐ   ஒ   ஓ  ஔ  ஃ 
 

      a       ā       i      ī      u       ū      e      ē      ai      o      ō    au   ḵ 

 

CONSONANTS 
 
க  ங  ச  ஞ  ட  ண  த  ந  ப  ம  ய  ர  ல   

 
 ka   ṅa   ca   ña   ṭa   ṇa   ta   na   pa  ma   ya   ra   la    
 

வ  ழ  ள  ற  ன 

 
va   ḻa    ḷa   ṟa   ṉa 
 

                                                  
  

Tamiḻ accommodates some alphabets from Sanskrit and these are as follows: ஜ ja ஷ ṣa ஸ sa ஹ ha = 

śrī and ñ kṣa . Traditionally ca stands for sa as well and śa and ṣa are absent in Tamiḻ. Likewise, as the Tamiḻ 

grammatical text Naṉṉūl mentions, the fourth letter of the vargas corresponding to Sanskrit is not present in 

Tamiḻ. Pure consonants are represented as a dot above in Tamiḻ and as a stroke below in Sanskrit. Thus k is f; 

or क.् When a student learns the language these consonants are taught invariably by adding “a” after them to 
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facilitate easy pronunciation. Thus f;(k)+m(a) becomes f(ka). The same is in the case of Sanskrit. ka in Tamiḻ 

is sometimes pronounced as ha and hence both makāṉ and mahāṉ are valid. 

 

Ie;J fuj;jid ahid Kfj;jid 
,e;jpd; ,sk;gpiw NghYk; vapw;wid 
 
ee;jp kfd;jid Qhdf; nfhOe;jpidg; 
Ge;jpapy; itj;jb Nghw;Wfpd; NwNd 
 
aintu karattaṉai yāṉai mukattaṉai  

intiṉ iḷampiṟai pōlum eyiṟṟaṉai 

nanti makaṉtaṉai ñāṉak koḻuntiṉaip  

puntiyil vaittaṭi pōṟṟukiṉ ṟēṉē 

 

ghYk; njspNjDk; ghFk; gUg;Gk; 
,it ehYk; fye;Jdf;F ehd; jUNtd; 
NfhyQ; nra; Jq;ff; fhpKfj;J J}kzpNa 
eP vdf;F rq;fj; jkpo; %d;Wk; jh 
 

pālum teḷitēṉum pākum paruppum 

ivai nālum kalantuṉakku nāṉ taruvēṉ 

kōlañ cey tuṅkak karimukattu tūmaṇiyē 

nī eṉakku caṅkat tamiḻ mūṉṟum tā 

 

 

 


